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42 ARRESTED BLOCKING NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE 

TO PROTEST IRAQ WAR

Activists Arrested for Action Against Corporate “War Profiteers”


NEW YORK, New York -  Today on Wall Street 42 anti-war activists were arrested, 22 of them for blocking two checkpoints to the New York Stock Exchange, in protest of corporate war profiteering in Iraq. Hundreds of the demonstrators split into small groups earlier this morning and walked through the Financial District carrying giant cardboard skulls and blood-spattered signs displaying the record wartime profits and trading symbols of firms such as Boeing, General Dynamics, and Halliburton.  
Frida Berrigan, Senior Analyst of the New School University World Policy Institute and daughter of famous Vietnam-era protester Philip Berrigan, detailed research showing a 50 percent gain in the Dow Jones Industrial Average from the initial invasion of Iraq in March 2003 to February of this year.  Several companies, including Lockheed Martin, Boeing, General Dynamics, Halliburton, United Technologies, L-3 Communications, Humana and ITT industries gained at least twice as much as the Dow Jones average (see chart below). 
Standing next to signs juxtaposing pictures of civilian victims and soldiers’ coffins with the record profits of military contractors such as Raytheon and United Technologies, Berrigan also drew attention to the additional domestic cost of the Bush administrations record military buildup.

“Lockheed Martin received more than $26 billion in contracts in 2006, a $7.1 billion jump over 2005. That jump is about the same as what Governor Elliot Spitzer is committing to public education in New York State over the next four years,” noted Berrigan.

The Wall Street action is linked to the Hands Off Iraqi Oil Campaign, which is also targeting oil companies today with actions in Europe and Chevron headquarters in California. The Campaign is drawing attention to the partly-approved transfer of control of Iraq’s huge oil reserves to multinational companies such as the New York Stock Exchange-traded companies Chevron, ExxonMobil, ConocoPhillips, British Petroleum, Shell, and Marathon.
“The military industry complex is responsible for a culture that values greed over human lives,” said Fabian Bouthilette, former U.S. Navy Lieutenant and member of Iraq Veterans Against the

The March 19 Peace Actions Coalition is affiliated with the nationwide Declaration of Peace campaign that includes 800 groups and more than 120 actions in 33 states.

###

CHART OF MILITARY CONTRACTORS AND WAR TIME STOCK INCREASES

	Military Contractors
	NYSE Code
	% Increase in Stock Price 
3/18/03 – 2/23/07

	Lockheed Martin
	LMT
	116%

	Boeing
	BA
	224%

	Northrop Grumman
	NOC
	73%

	General Dynamics
	GD
	174%

	Raytheon
	RTN
	95%

	Halliburton
	HAL
	202%

	United Technologies
	UTX
	119%

	L-3 Communications
	LLL
	109%

	Science Applications International
	SAI
	NA

	Computer Sciences Corporation
	CSC
	79%

	Humana Inc. 
	HUM
	545%

	General Electric
	GE
	33%

	ITT Industries
	ITT
	120%

	Alliant Tech Systems
	ATK
	70%

	CACI
	CAI
	57%


March 19 Peace Actions Coalition Members and Participants: United for Peace and Justice - New York City; War Resisters League - New York City; Women's International League for Peace & Freedom - Metro NY; Granny Peace Brigade; Iraq Veterans Against the War – NYC; Not in Our Name; Green Party of Brooklyn; Kairos Community; The Critical Voice Artist Collective; Bay Rising – SF; Astorians for Peace and Justice; Citizen Soldier Tod Ensign.
March 19 Peace Actions Coalition: www.march19peaceactions..org

Hands Off Iraqi Oil Campaign: www.carbonweb.org and www.myspace.com/ProtestChevron

War Resisters League: www.warresisters.org

Declaration of Peace: www.declarationofpeace.org
