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On Fourth Anniversary of Iraq War, Groups Nationwide Ask Congress to Cut Funds

Civil disobedience actions targeting Congressional district offices, military recruiting centers and “war profiteering” companies result in scores of arrests 

Washington, DC – Today dozens of individuals were arrested in cities across the country in protests urging Congress to vote no on war funding. 
 
The 800-member group Declaration of Peace initiative helped coordinate more than 120 actions in 33 states as part of its ongoing campaign calling for a comprehensive plan to end the war. The protests, timed to coincide with the fourth anniversary of the invasion, come as the U.S. Congress considers a controversial military spending bill. 
 
“The Declaration of Peace is about ordinary Americans telling Congress to put its money where its mouth is - you cannot support the troops by funding the war,” said Veterans for Peace Executive Director Michael McPhearson. 
 
“Funding must shift to meet needs at home, including ending the shameful neglect of wounded veterans at the Walter reed Army Medical Center,” he added. 

In the past year, public opinion has turned sharply against the Bush Administration while anti-war activism has gained in momentum and intensity. Last fall, the Democrats swept to Congressional victory on anti-war platforms. Since January, 1,000 vigils protested the troop surge, hundreds of thousands marched on Washington and a campaign of Congressional District office sit-ins was launched nationwide by a group called the Occupation Project. Last Friday, more than 200 Christian leaders were arrested at the White House in the largest act of civil disobedience by religious figures since the Vietnam War.

“We should not spend a single penny more to send our young soldiers and innocent Iraqi civilians to their death,” said Ken Butigan, a steering committee member of the Christian Peace Witness who works with the Franciscan-affiliated Pace e Bene Nonviolence Service in Chicago.
 
Vigils, civil disobedience actions and marches took place today in cities across the country including New York, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Seattle, Des Moines, Portland (ME) and St. Louis.  
  
### 

For a full list of events, see: http://declarationofpeace.org/view/events 
 
The Declaration of Peace is a grassroots nonviolent action campaign of more than 800 groups calling on the US government to establish a comprehensive plan to end the US war and occupation in Iraq. It works to stop US military escalation in Iraq, to defund the war, to bring the troops home safely and to support a comprehensive peace process. Member groups include Veterans for Peace, the Methodist Federation for Social Action, the United Church of Christ (Justice and Witness Ministries), American Friends Service Committee, Pax Christi USA, Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America, United for Peace and Justice and Iraq Veterans Against the War.
