DECLARATION OF PEACE


SPEAKER PROFILES

Bishop Susan Morrison, United Methodist Church. Bishop Susan Morrison recently retired after a decade as head of the Troy Annual Conference (Vermont and northeastern New York) of the United Methodist Church. Bishop Morrison served on the General Board of Church and Society as well as on the Commission on the General Conference. She chaired the committee that developed the current United Methodist Book of Worship. She is a member of the New York State Labor-Religion Coalition and the advisory board for Encounter with Christ/Latin America and the Caribbean. Among the awards Bishop Morrison has received are the Ball Award from the Methodist Federation for Social Action, 1999, and the Pioneer Woman Award from the Anna Howard Shaw Center, Boston University School of Theology in 1994. A graduate of Drew University, she received her bachelor’s degree in 1965. She graduated from Boston University School of Theology with a Master of Divinity, and from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., with a Doctor of Ministry degree.  
Rev. Lennox Yearwood, C.E.O, Hip Hop Caucus. Reverend Lennox Yearwood is head of the Washington-DC based Hip Hop Caucus and a Church of God and Christ minister. He serves on the board of Clergy and Laity Concerned and United for Peace and Justice. Rev. Yearwood was the National Grassroots and Political Director for the Russell Simmons’ Hip Hop Summit Action Network and Senior Consultant for P. Diddy’s Citizen Change and Jay Z’s Voice Your Choice. Rev. Yearwood graduated from Howard University Divinity School.
Kelly Dougherty, Co-founder, Iraq Veterans Against the War. Canon City, Colorado native Kelly Doughtery joined the Army National Guard of the United States in 1996. She was deployed to Hungary and Crotia from 1999-2000 as a military policeperson in support of the mission in Bosnia. In 2003, she was transferred back to the military police unit in anticipation of their deployment to Iraq. She went to Kuwait in February, 2003 and was moved to Iraq in March of that year. Her unit was stationed near the southern city of Nasiriyah and was focused on patrols and convoy escorts. She returned to the United States in February, 2004 and helped co-found Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) in July, 2004.  She has formed a Vets 4 Vets peer support group in Colorado Springs and was recently elected as the chair of the IVAW board of directors. 
Medea Benjamin, Founder, CodePINK. Medea Benjamin is a cofounder of both CODEPINK and the international human rights organization Global Exchange.  She has been a tireless advocate for social justice for more than 20 years. Described as "one of America’s most committed -- and most effective -- fighters for human rights" by New York Newsday, and called "one of the high profile leaders of the peace movement" by the Los Angeles Times, Benjamin has distinguished herself as an eloquent and energetic figure in the progressive movement. She was a candidate for US Senator from California in 2000 and was nominated with 1000 international women for Nobel Peace Prize. Previous to founding Global Exchange, Benjamin was an economist with United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Health Organization, and the Swedish International Development Agency and a senior analyst with the Institute for Food and Development. 
Raed Jarrar, Iraq Project Director, Global Exchange. Raed Jarrar is a half-Iraqi, half-Palestinian blogger, activist and architect. He was in Iraq during and after the 2003 invasion, and he took a part in a number of humanitarian and political projects there including two first-hand experiences in establishing and leading volunteer motivated grassroots organizations and NGOs based in Iraq. Raed was the country director of CIVIC Worldwide, the only door-to-door causality survey in post war Iraq. He also established an NGO called "Emaar" that implemented hundreds of community-based projects in Baghdad and the nine cities of the south. Raed left the Middle East and moved to the San Francisco Bay Area in 2005. He maintains a popular web-log that includes analysis and news summary regarding Iraqi and the Middle East. In addition, Raed's blog includes a proposal for an exit strategy from Iraq under the title "The Iraqi Roadmap".
Leslie Cagan, National Coordinator, United for Peace and Justice (UFPJ). For more than 40 years, Leslie has worked in a wide range peace and social justice movements locally and nationally in the U.S. Her coalition-building and organizing skills have mobilized hundreds of thousands of people in many of the nation's largest demonstrations and countless other public events and activities including: the million person June 12, 1982 Nuclear Disarmament demonstration in NYC; the historic lesbian/gay rights march on Washington on October, 1987; the march on Washington against the Gulf War in January, 1991; and the largest mobilizations against the war in Iraq (Feb. 15 and March 22, 2003; August 29, 2004; Sept. 24, 2005; and most recently, April 26, 2006). Leslie has worked on several progressive electoral campaigns, including serving as the Field Director for the successful David Dinkins Mayoral campaign in 1989 in NYC. Her writings appear in 8 anthologies, and in scores of journals, newspapers and on-line outlets. She played a major role in winning back the U.S.'s first listener-sponsored media network and was chair of the Interim Pacifica Radio National Board. Leslie was one of the founders of United for Peace and Justice - the largest antiwar coalition in the U.S. with more than 1,400 local and national organizations - and since Feb. 2003 has served as its National Coordinator.
Congressman John Lewis (D-GA). Often called "one of the most courageous persons the Civil Rights Movement ever produced," John Lewis has dedicated his life to protecting human rights, securing civil liberties, and building what he calls "The Beloved Community" in America. The son of sharecroppers outside of Troy, Alabama, he attended segregated public schools in Pike County, Alabama.  A student civil rights activist at Fisk University, Lewis organized sit-in demonstrations at segregated lunch counters in Nashville, Tennessee and went on to participate in the 1961 Freedom Rides. From 1963 to 1966, Lewis was Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which he helped form. Despite more than 40 arrests, physical attacks and serious injuries, John Lewis remains a devoted advocate of the philosophy of nonviolence. After leaving SNCC, he served as Director of the Voter Education Project (VEP), which added nearly four million minorities to voter rolls. In 1977, John Lewis was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to direct more than 250,000 volunteers of ACTION, the federal volunteer agency and in 1981 he was elected to the Atlanta City Council. Lewis has served as U.S. Representative of Georgia's Fifth Congressional District for twenty years. He holds a B.A. in Religion and Philosophy from Fisk University, and he is a graduate of the American Baptist Theological Seminary, both in Nashville, Tennessee. 
RESOURCE INDIVIDUALS

Ken Butigan, Pace e Bene Nonviolence Service. Since the early 1980s, Ken Butigan has worked with numerous social movements, including movements for a nuclear-free future, an end to homelessness, immigrant rights, and freedom for East Timor.  From 1987 to 1990, he was the national coordinator of the Pledge of Resistance, a network of 100,000 people in 400 local groups that organized coordinated nonviolent action for peace in Central America. Ken joined the Pace e Bene staff in 1990 and has developed and for several years directed Pace e Bene’s From Violence To Wholeness program, and has been actively involved in creating Pace e Bene’s Engage: Exploring Nonviolent Living program. Ken earned his Ph.D. in the Historical and Cultural Studies of Religions at the Graduate Theological Union in 2000. He is a lecturer in the spirituality and practice of nonviolence at the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley.  He directed the Spiritual Life Institute at Saint Martin’s College for three years and taught religious studies at DePaul University (2003-2005). Ken has published five books, including Pilgrimage through a Burning World: Spiritual Practice and Nonviolent Protest at the Nevada Test Site (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2003). 

Col. Anne Wright, Veterans for Peace (VFP). Col. Anne Wright served 29 years in the military and retired as a Colonel. She served 16 years in the diplomatic corps, including serving as Deputy Ambassador at four missions. Col. Wright re-opened the US Embassy in Kabul in December, 2001 and resigned in March, 2003 in opposition to the Iraq war. She is an active member of Veterans for Peace.
Leah Bolger, Veterans for Peace (VFP). Leah Bolger has more than 20 years in active Navy service. She is a founder and chapter chair of Veterans for Peace local 132 in Corvallis, the local Declaration of Peace organizer in Oregon. She is in Washington, DC for the month of September to participate in actions with the Declaration of Peace and Camp Democracy. 
Lisa Leitz, Member of Military Families Speak Out (MFSO). Lisa is a graduate student at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Her husband is an F-18 Superhornet pilot in the US Navy. She is studying the role of the military community in the peace movement for her doctoral dissertation in sociology.
Ellen Barfield, National Campaign for Nonviolent Resistance (NCNR). Full-time peace and justice activist Ellen Barfield is a Board member of national Veterans for Peace and the War Resisters League, a national committee member of and School of the Americas Watch and Women's International League for Peace and Freedom. She also heads the Baltimore chapter of Veterans for Peace, and works with several other Baltimore peace and social justice organizations, as well as her church, First Unitarian. Ellen served in the US Army from 1977 to 1981. Ellen is in Washington, DC representing National Campaign for Nonviolent Resistance (NCNR).
Kevin Martin, National Director, Peace Action. Kevin Martin became executive director of Peace Action and Peace Action Education Fund Sept. 4, 2001. Martin previously served as Director of Project Abolition from August 1999 through August 2001. Project Abolition was a national organizing effort for nuclear disarmament initiated by the Fourth Freedom Forum in Goshen, Indiana, with Peace Action, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Women's Action for New Directions, and other national peace groups. Martin came to Project Abolition after ten years in Chicago as Executive Director of Illinois Peace Action. In 1999 he received a Lifetime Achievement Award from national Peace Action. Martin was recognized as a leading organizer in the Illinois peace movement, building coalitions, organizing demonstrations and conferences, and leading educational, advocacy and electoral campaigns on peace and disarmament issues. Martin graduated in 1984 from Pennsylvania State University, receiving a B.A. in International Politics.
Dave Robinson, National Coordinator, Pax Christi. Dave Robinson is the executive director of Pax Christi USA, the national Catholic peace and justice movement.  An internationally recognized expert in the field of disarmament and nuclear deterrence, Robinson has represented Pax Christi International on disarmament issues at the United Nations, and regularly serves as a consultant to NGOs and faith-based organizations working on issues of disarmament, human rights, international peace and conflict resolution. Robinson has participated on delegations to Iraq, El Salvador, Colombia, Afghanistan and Pakistan, and lectures on a wide range of theological and justice issues, including economic and interracial justice, Just War Theory, the role of faith and politics, the War on Terrorism and foreign policy. Robinson has also participated in a number of direct actions, including campaigns against U.S. nuclear weapons policy, the U.S.-led war in Iraq, and most recently in front of the Sudanese Embassy to call attention to the ongoing humanitarian crisis unfolding in the Darfur region..  Robinson is the Executive Editor of The Catholic Peace Voice, a quarterly newsmagazine published by Pax Christi USA, and has been published by numerous secular and religious publications.
James Winkler, General Secretary, United Methodist Church Board of Church and Society. Secretary of the General Board of Church & Society (GBCS), the international public policy and social justice agency of The United Methodist Church. He has led delegations to the Middle East, Iraq and Germany seeking peaceful solutions to global conflict and traveled throughout the world to support the justice work of the United Methodist in Africa, Asia and Europe. He has preached and led workshops and training events in Russia, Nigeria, and the Philippines, and is a frequent spokesperson for the justice work of The United Methodist Church to the national and international media.
Father Joseph Nangle, OFM, Co-director, Franciscan Missions. Father Joseph Nangle, OFM, is president of the board of trustees of the United States Catholic Mission Association and co-director of the Franciscan Mission Service (FMS). The FMS is an overseas lay mission program of the Franciscan family (brothers, priests, sisters, and lay Franciscans) in North America. It screens, trains, places, and supports lay women and men for work in underdeveloped areas of the world. At present, FMS has lay missioners in Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Kenya, Viet Nam, Thailand, and Zambia. Fr. Nangle is also co-author of the book “St. Francis and the Foolishness of God.”
